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I. Tragedy in the valley of ashes experienced by characters in the novel.

A. Valley of Ashes

1. “This is a valley of Ashes—a fantastic farm where ashes grow like wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque gardens, when ashes take the forms of houses and chimneys and rising smoke and finally, with a transcendent effort, of men who move dimly and already crumbling through the powdery air.” (P. 27)

a. My feelings on this quote are that New York and west egg are deeply divided by a motor road.  It keeps the west egg isolated the city making the streetcar much depended upon. 

2. “…gives out a ghastly creak and comes to rest, and immediately the ash-grey men swarm up with leaden spades and stir up an impenetrable cloud which screens their obscure operators from your sight.”(P.27)

a. Ash represents the color of the workers who work on the train cars in the valley of ashes.  They resemble a dirty and less fortunate population than where Nick lives.   

3.  "The valley of ashes is bounded on one side by a small foul river, and when the drawbridge is up to let barges through, the passenger on waiting trains can stare at the dismal scene for as long as half and hour." (p.28)

a. The Valley of Ashes is a gutter, and a garbage whole.  It is filled with maneuver and filth.  Only the junkiest of junkies would choose to live there.  

B. Doctor T. J. Eckleburg

1. “They eyes of Dr. T. J. Eckleburg are blue and gigantic—their retinas are one yard high.  They look out of no face but, instead from a pair of enormous yellow spectacles which pass over a nonexistent nose.”(P.27)

a. An optometrist that has a billboard on the motor road between New York and West and East Egg. It is an old sign and we don’t even know if the practice is still in use because most of the business was taken away from the bigger practices and corporate takeovers were in affect.  

b. The eyes on the billboard are large and they represent the eyes of someone that is always watching.  They see everything that goes on along the road.  For example; the time when Daisy hit Myrtle, the Eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg saw it happen.  It also means that the eyes of Doctor Eckleburg sees what it wants to see.

2. “Over the ashheaps the giant eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg kept their vigil but I perceived, after a moment, that other eyes were regarding us with peculiar intensity from less than twenty feet away.”  (P. 131)

a. This states that the eyes of Doctor Eckleburg were not the only eyes watching Tom, Gatsby, Nick, Daisy, and Jordan.  This symbolizes that there is always going to be eyes watching over the Valley of Ashes”

C. Georges Wilson’s Garage

1. “One of the three shops it contained was for rent and another was an all-night restaurant approached by a trail of ashes; the third was a garage—Repairs.  GEORGE B. WILSON. Cars Bought and Sold—and I followed Tom inside.”(P.29)

a. This quote describes what buildings are along the motor road.  It shows that most of them are old shops, and it is where poor businesses are located.  It also symbolizes the desertedness of wealth and riches.  It is a miserable place to be and live. 

2. “He was a blonde, spiritless man, anaemic and faintly handsome.  When he saw us a damp gleam of hope sprang into his light blue eyes.” (P.29)

a. This is the kind of person that lives in the Valley of Ashes.  A kind of man that is spiritless, and waits longingly for someone or something to cure his everyday boredom. 

II. Gatsby and Daisy

A. Green Light

1. “I glanced seaward—and distinguished nothing except a single green light, minute a far away, that might have been the end of a dock”(P. 26)

a.  This symbolizes what Gatsby really wants.  Although the reader does not know what the green light symbolizes at this point. Those that have finished the novel can clearly see that the green light symbolizes what Gatsby has wanted ever since he left 5 years ago.  The Green light is in fact the light on the Buchanan’s house.  And Gatsby wants Daisy.
2. “Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgiastic future that year by year recedes before us.”(P.189)

a. Gatsby believes he can still capture Daisy(Green Light)  he believes he can change the past so that he can convince her of never loving Tom.  

B. One Autumn Night

1. “One autumn night, five years ago before, they had been walking down the street when the leaves were falling, and they came to  a place where there were no trees and the sidewalk was white with moonlight…His heart beat faster and faster as Daisy’s white face came up to his own…  Then he kissed her.  At his lips’ touched she blossomed for him like a flower and the incarnation was complete.” (P. 117)

a. This was the autumn night that symbolizes the reason for Gatsby’s love still existing.  Because of that night, Gatsby still has hope that Daisy will be with him in the end, and Tom will have to leave. 

b. The Autumn Night symbolizes the love that Gatsby and Daisy once had long ago.  

III. The Gatsby’s Work

A. Metropole

1. “A succulent hash arrived and Mr. Wolfshiem, forgetting the more sentimental atmosphere of the old Metropole, began to eat with ferocious delicacy.  His eyes, meanwhile, roved very slowly all around the room—he completed the arc by turning to inspect the people directly behind. I think that, except for my presence, he would have taken one short glance beneath our table” (P.76)

a. This is a mischief because it describes what kind of work Gatsby is in, and he seems to be into illegal stuff with Mr. Wolfsheim at the old Metropole.

B. Automobiles

1. “ Only gradually did I become aware that the automobiles which turned expectantly into his drive stayed for just a minute and then drove sulkily away.”(P. 119)

a. Automobiles symbolize the mystery of Gatsby’s work and money.  No one really knew who those people were who drove up in his driveway every so often.

IV. Old Sport

A. Old Sport a bootlegger

1. “’Oh, hello, old sport,’ he said, as if he hadn’t seen me for years.”(P.94)

a. The expression Gatsby uses “Old Sport” symbolizes what an alleged bootlegger, and someone who people don’t really know would say.  

V. Gatz

A. James Gatz

1. “James Gatz—that was really, or at least legally, his name.  He had changed it at the age of seventeen and at the specific moment that witnessed the beginning of his career—when he saw Dan Cody’s yacht drop anchor over the most insidious flat on lake Superior.”(P.104)

a. This symbolizes Gatsby’s old life, which was a mystery to us in the first place.  Now he changed his name so he could be someone important, like his friend Dan Cody.

VI. Eyes

A. Eyes

1. "But above the grey land and the spasm of bleak dust which drift endlessly over it, you perceive, after a moment, the eyes of Doctor T. J. Eckleburg. They eyes of the Doctor T. J. Eckleburg are blue and gigantic- their retinas are one yard high. They look out of no face but, instead, from a pair of enormous yellow spectacles which pass over a nonexistent nose." p.27

a. The retinas or eyeballs are enormous and symbolize the eyes of the valley of ashes.

2. "But his eyes, dimmed a little by many paintless days under the sun and rain, brood on over the solemn dumping ground." p.28


a.  They eyes in some ways look away from the valley of ashes and destruction begins to occur.

3. "But it was all going by too fast now for his blurred eyes and he knew that he had lost that part of it, the freshest and the best, forever." (P. 160-161)

a. Gatsby is has lost the vision to chase Daisy.

VII. False Appearances 

A. Powder

1. " Jordan's fingers, powdered white over their tan, rest for a moment in mine." (P.122)

a. This symbolizes the white cover that covers up the color of Jordan’s finger 

2. "Daisy watched him and laughed her sweet exciting laugh; a tiny gust of powder rose from her bosom into the air." p.122


a.  This points out the powdery make-up used by Daisy.

3. "The Bles-sed pre-cious! Did mother get powder on your old yellowy hair? Stand up now and say How-de-do." p.123

a. Again the powder is a cover up for something, this time being hair.

VIII. Wealth 

A. Gatsby’s Car

1. "At nine o'clock one morning late in July Gatsby's gorgeous car lunched up the rocky drive to my door and gave out a burst of melody from its three noted horn." p.68

a. Gatsby’s Car is Gorgeous; meaning he has a lot of money to afford his car

2. "He was balancing himself on the dashboard of his car with that resourcefulness of movement that is so peculiarly American-." p.68

3. "I'd seen it. Everybody had seen it. It was a rich ice cream color, bright with nickel, swollen here and there in its monstrous length with triumphant hatboxes and supper-boxes and toolboxes, and terraced with a labyrinth of windshields that mirrored a dozen suns. Sitting down behind many layers of glass in a sort of green leather conservatory we started to town." P 68


a.  Gatsby’s car was so magnificent that it was a sight to see when coming to Gatsby’s house.  The way it is described, it makes your mouth water.  It makes you want to take it out for a ride right now.  

