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English Period 3

6-12-‘00

Ken Kesey vs. Tom Buchanan

Ken Kesey – Well how’s it going, Names Ken, Ken Kesey.

Tom Buchanan – Pleasure to meet you Ken, I’m Tom Buchanan.  I live over in the East Egg district of Long Island; it’s a fashionable area if I do say so myself.  

Ken Kesey – Good for you sir, glad you have everything going for ya.  I live on a farm in California.  

Tom Buchanan – Come on, don’t you have any success stories?  

Ken Kesey – Not really, I once drove a psychedelic bus across the United States.  Further was the name of it.  It was just me, some of my good friends, and the road.  The trip involved massive consumption of LSD rather than liquor.  I guess you could say that my friends and I were rebels.  We were against the government banning drugs, so we did them anyway.  

Tom Buchanan – sounds like you have had a pretty interesting life?  Going against the government and all.  It’s people like you who keep this world a disorderly place to live in, and I don’t agree with your views on life.  I feel that if you are going to be disobedient and uncivil towards our country then you should go some place else.  That’s why I feel that all those foreigners should get the hell out of here.   

Ken Kesey – What a racist thing to say.  You’re saying that all those people who are uncivil are foreigners.  My next book will have a person like you as the villain.  

Tom Buchanan – I didn’t know you wrote a book.

Ken Kesey – Yes. As a matter of fact I did.  One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest is what it’s called.  It was talked about as being an immediate success. It dealt with themes of individuality and rebellion against conformity.  Something I bet you would never lay your hands on.  

Tom Buchanan – I probably wouldn’t.  I try to stay away from those disloyal and rebellious novels.  Good Day to you.

Ken Kesey -  You too. 

