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      English Period 3 

Black Boy DJ’s




Theme 


   - 


Prejudice

	Quote:

1. “Watching the white people eat would make my empty stomach churn and I would grow vaguely angry. Why could I not eat when I was hungry? Why did I always have to wait until others were through? I could not understand why some people had enough food and others didn’t.”

P.  26

2. “Whenever I thought of the essential bleakness of black life in America, I knew that Negroes had never been allowed to catch the full spirit of Western civilization, that they lived somehow in it but not of it.”


P. 45

3. “I noticed that there were two lines of people at the ticket window, a ‘white’ line and a ‘black’ line.”


P. 55

4. “When I boarded the train I was aware that we Negroes were in one part of the train and that the whites were in another.”


P. 55

5. “I learned later that Uncle Hoskins had been killed by whites who had long coveted his flourishing liquor business.”


P. 63

6. “All the black people that lived in the neighborhood hated Jews, not because they exploited us, but because we had been taught at home and in Sunday school that Jews were ‘Christ Killers.’”


P. 70

7. “I would stand for hours on the doorsteps of the neighbors’ houses learning how a white women had slapped a black women, how a white man had killed a black man.”


P. 83

8. “Our battles were real and bloody; we threw rocks; cinders, coal, sticks, pieces of iron, and broken bottles, and while we threw them we longed for even deadlier weapons.”


P. 93

9. “Another rumor had it that the white officer had been a Southerner and had deliberately falsified Grandpa’s papers.”


P. 153

10. “Then I recalled hearing that white people looked upon Negroes as a variety of children, and it was only in the light of that that her questions made any sense.”


P. 161

11. “The women had insulted my ego; she had assumed that she knew my place in life, what I felt, what I ought to be, and I resent it with all my heart.”


P. 163

12. “’You mean to stand there, nigger, and tell me that you live in Jackson and don’t know how to milk a cow?’ she demanded in surprise.”


P. 163

13. “’Listen, boy, you’re going to speak to both white and colored people that night.   What can you alone think of saying to them?  You have no experience…”


P. 193

14. “They got out and half dragged and half kicked the woman into the store.  White people passed and looked on without expression.  A white policeman watched from the corner twirling his nightstick; but he made no move.”


P. 198

15. “’Nigger, ain’t you learned no better sense’n that yet?’ asked the man who hit me.  ‘Ain’t you learned to say sir to a white man yet?’”


P. 200

16. “’Nigger, you sure ought to be glad it was us you talked to that way. You’re a luck bastard, ‘cause if you’d said that to some other white man, you might’ve been a dead nigger now.”


P. 200

17. “I had not noticed it.  ‘Do you see what I mean?’ he asked.  ‘White people want you out of their way.’  He pronounced the words slowly so that they would sink into my mind.”


P. 203

18. “’You know, Dick, you may think I’m an Uncle Tom, but I’m not.  I hate these white people, hate’em with all my heart.  But I can’t show it; if I did, they’d kill me’”


P. 204

19. “’Oh, fine, sir!” I answered with false heartiness, falling quickly into that nigger-being-a-good-natured-boy-in-the-presence-of-a-white-man patter, a pattern into which I could now slide easily;


P. 256

20. “In order to live in a society built on the white man’s belief that they are less than human, Negroes must behave inhumanly”


P. 286 


	Response:

1. Black people were hired for work earning a few dollars per week. This was not enough to support a family.  All the members in the family would have to work in order for the black families to survive in a white society. Black people were perceived by white society to be less deserving and were treated accordingly.   It was due to prejudice that Richard’s family could not get a good enough job to earn enough money to buy the essential goods in order to continue to exist. 

2. Negroes were not offered the same opportunities as whites.  They were discriminated against in every aspect of life in America. Black Americans were not valued for anything other than as a cheap source of labor.  They were considered part of the American civilization but not as valuable contributors..  

3. Racism was rampant during the 19th century. The dividing lines of black and white revealed the thinking that there were differences that could not be overcome.  Skin color decided a person’s fate.  

4. Blacks were expected to accept their fate without response.  The idea behind separatism was to reinforce the belief that skin color was the most important consideration in determining who should have and who should have not.  

5. Prejudice and the fear that accompanied it was everywhere.  When a Black person achieved success it was viewed as a threat to whites in general.  After all it dispelled the belief that Blacks were inferior to Whites.    

6. Fear and hatred go hand in hand.  Blacks hated Jews because of their religious beliefs.  If Jews killed Christ then Blacks who believed in Christ felt they were at risk.    

7. Violence is seldom understood by youth.  During this period in history a white persons word had more credibility than a Black person.  White people were viewed as superior and the law and courts were designed to support the white person over the Black person.    

8. Rage and hatred fuel the thinking of the Black youths.  Their ammunition of common weapons represent their plight in life and leave them longing for deadlier methods they could employ to destroy their enemies.   

9. Some whites will go out their way to hurt blacks.  It was often not enough to demonstrate their daily power but some whites went above and beyond in demonstrating that Blacks had no chance to achieve success.  

10. White people did not view blacks as equal but saw the entire population as children requiring supervision and training. It was thought that Blacks were an inferior race and were only necessary to support the labor needs of whites.  

11. The whites think that a place in life for a black man is the same place in life for all black people.  They do not know that much about blacks and they don’t care that much about them either.  Whites don’t realize the feelings and dreams they have.  But they don’t really try to acknowledge them at all.  So a boy like Richard would not work for someone who felt that way about the black community.  He resented how she hurt his feelings and did not feel that he would be able to work in a place like this.  

12. This is again another example of the thinking and perception that led to the black stereotype that all black people worked on plantations.  Richard was judged by his skin color and where he lived not by his strengths.

13. A black man would not want to upset the crowd of whites.  That is why the principle wanted to write a speech for Richard.  The whites might get upset if Richard said something wrong, or if he insulted them in some way.  The principal worried that Richard with his limited life experience would rock the boat.  

14. A black woman had been beaten.  White people don’t care and black people are afraid to look.  They are afraid because the next time it might be them.  Blacks are forever at risk simply because of their dark skin.  

15. If a black person does not address a white man as sir that white man can punish him and the man will not have to suffer any consequences.  Another example of the class system that supports the thinking that whites are superior to Blacks.  

16. The thinking that because you are white you are somehow more valuable as a human being continues.  It was considered acceptable for a white person to speak derogatorily to a black person but a black person was required to speak to all whites with respect.  

17. The white people are racist and they either try to hurt blacks or totally ignore them.  They expect you to stay out of their way.  They do not want you looking at them.

18. Blacks are prejudice against whites too.  Hate is often a two way street.  Blacks had more difficulty showing their hatred because society could and would retaliate.  

19. A Black person learned quickly how to survive in the white mans world.  It was much easier to succeed if a Black person was perceived as polite and good natured than if they revealed their true feelings and attitudes.  .  

20.  Blacks have learned through centuries of mistreatment to guard their thoughts and feelings carefully.  Although this is the land of opportunity it is also a society that has struggled with inequity and deceit. 










