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“Love does not begin and end the way we seem to think it does.  Love is a battle; love is a war; love is growing up.”

I agree mostly with the James Baldwin’s statement.  He says that Love does not begin the way we seem.  I agree with this part.  Although I have never been in love, I understand that love is unpredictable sometimes.  Sometimes it is love at first sight, and sometimes it isn’t.  It can end hard and abruptly or slow, and agreed upon.  I don’t think that love is a battle.  I do agree that you have to put effort into a relationship for it to work out though.  That is an obvious characteristic of Love.  No matter what, a battle is not what love is, and it is not a war either.  War is always bad.  War is not what represents love.  I do agree in that love is growing up.  Love is apart of growing up. You can learn how to succeed as you grow.  Everything that you learn will bring you closer to true love with your significant other.  Also when you are in love, you value certain things.  As you grow up those certain things change.  Your standards change immensely.  In the novel Ordinary People, Calvin and Beth base their marriage separate from their family life.  They seem to lead a life, as if they have no kids at all.  They plan trips and do things parents without kids do all the time.  


My ideas about love are to caring for one another and being a good person to that person.  They are there for you when you are and support you when you are down.  They devote their time to your needs as you do to theirs.  It is a sacrifice that is greatly given up for the one you love.  Whether it is your significant other or the way you love your family, you must care and take care of them.  


Family life is bonded by love.  You can fight all you want with your brother and sister and they will still love you.  You live with them your entire life.  Your relationship with them can go through anything and probably has gone through the worst things already.   You do things for them and they do things for you.  You go on special family vacations together, and spend the most money on each other.  I think that every body shares equal love for one another.  It is not that hard love someone in you family.  


Love is something that you progress at.  Whether it is with a person of the opposite sex, or a caring family member.  You grow up your ideas of love grow too.  You will mature so that when you show your love, it will be more powerful and meaningful.  You will always find a way to show these people you love, that you care.  You can buy them flowers and take them to the movies.  You can do this with anyone that you care about.  Love is all about growing up.  You learn it as you grow.  

