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1. Mr. Simmons decides to have a pop trig quiz today, and Conrad begins to feel nervous.  He notices Suzanne Mosely, a fat girl he knew since grade school.  As Conrad returned to his seat after exchanging his pencil, he glanced at Suzanne’s paper, and noticed a vast amount of cross-outs and scribbles.  Conrad thinks to himself, “Poor kid.  He knows what that feels like” I guess Conrad remembers the hard time he ventured through his junior year struggling with his classes, and getting scores on his test that had literally convinced Conrad that he was dumb, like the situation with Suzanne Mosely. 

2. I would describe Conrad’s relationship with Stillman and the other guys, not too much of a friendly affiliation.  It’s more of a carpool type relationship, where Conrad befriends the guys who accompany him on the swim team.  Conrad does this so he isn’t considered a loaner or anti-social.  He ignores pessimistic remarks made by the boys, an example of these kinds of remarks are like when lazenby says that they are going to pick Conrad up at 11, and Conrad refuses.  Stillman replies crudely, by saying, “’who says?’…’Your mom?’ He ignores that, not answering.  The ride seems long.”(P. 77) This quote describes how Conrad just doesn’t want to be around these immature, horny boys, but he forces himself to, for whatever reason.  He is living a lie, and I would have to recommend that he get out if he knows what’s best for him.  

3. Conrad decides finally, after having a long talk with the Dr. Berger, to quit the swim team.  He does it after one of the practices he had arranged because he has to go to the shrink 2 days a week.  Salan doesn’t take the news well.  He is sitting, his head still bent over the clipboard.  He listens, his mouth a taut line, as Conrad explains.  Conrad tells him that he has been thinking about quitting for a while now.  This decision is important because it will give him an “out” to get away from Stillman, and the guys for good.  It also shows how he recognizes himself as a big kid now and can make decisions and act on them.  This is his way of taking control of his life.  

4. In the quote on page 78 paragraph 3, Conrad thinks “everything seems excessive, now, and too intense, too important.”  I feel that Conrad is referring to how busy his life was back then.  He could barely keep control of himself back then.  Now the word excessive means, too much.  He is trying to do too much with his life.  He remembers Karen’s words about how he needs to relax a little more.  He would feel better if he just took a little break from whatever he was doing.  Like the time where he ditched class, not because he felt sick, but because he just didn’t feel like going to class.  Instead he fell asleep in some guy’s car he found with the doors unlocked.  

5. In the next-to-last paragraph in chapter 10 on pp. 78 –79, the accident is referring to the time where he tried to take his own life.  and the “it”, in “he had done it” is referring to what he did, and how far he came to actually reaching his goal of committing suicide.  

6. On pg. 81, Cal thinks, "The things which hurt don't always instruct. Sometimes they merely hurt." do you agree with this?  Explain why or why not.

7. Why does Cal think, "They are ordinary people, after all.”  What does this mean to him?

