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Chapters 4 & 5

1) Calvin and Beth seem to have somewhat of a strange relationship. Beth seems to be very stuck up and snotty to me. An example of this is when Beth and Calvin are eating out for lunch and she brings out brochures to exotic places for vacations ideas. Calvin says he doesn't want to go on a Christmas vacation this year and said they can do something of the sort in the spring. Beth didn't like that idea at all she just had to go during Christmas and was being very inflexible. She didn't care she wanted to go on vacation. Calvin and Beth's relationship is an ok one, but they just need to get a couple things worked out and Beth needs to get her attitude adjusted. Beth and Conrad's relationship is also a weird one. They do not communicate very often and if they do it is usually very brief and to the point. For example, Beth tells Calvin to tell Conrad to stop dressing like a bum instead of her going up to him and telling him herself. They seem to not have that strong a relationship and needs to be worked on.

2) There is a pattern in the structure of the novel.  It shows how Conrad’s problems continue to increase and decrease according to how his problems have occurred.  

3) Dr. Berger's office is in a dangerous part of town in an old rundown building. It is at the end of the hall and is the only door with light peeking through its cracks. When Conrad steps foot in his office, there is a small waiting room with one chair, a light, and a table with lots of magazines piled on it. It seems somewhat strange because when he looks in the back room there is stuff everywhere. Things like used Styrofoam cups, dirty socks, and other clothing. The place is a disaster and it didn't seem appropriate for a doctor’s office.

4) Dr. Berger is unlike an ordinary psychiatrist because he is unorganized and smokes.  He makes house calls, and jokes with his patients.  He is a laid back type of psychiatrist.  “Berger leans back in the chair, hands behind his head. It is hard to figure his age.  He could be twenty-five.  He could be forty.” (P. 39)  

5) One of the two past events mentioned in chapter 5 are Conrad’s trip to the hospital.  This is important because it describes how Conrad wanted to kill himself.  Also he is able now to kid with people about being at the hospital, and it is all right.  The second event mentioned in chapter 5 was 

6) Conrad is struggling to take control of his life, like when he doesn’t do his book report that is due the next day, or how he is doing so badly in school.  “They are all seniors this year, except him.  He had taken no finals last year.  Not January, or June.” (P. 16) What he could do is make up those classes sooner and then graduate with the rest of his class.  

