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1) Conrad gets words of criticism and lectures very often.  The criticisms come mostly from his Beth and the lectures from his Calvin. Conrad might be trying to give an excuse for trying to kill himself.  This means that maybe he was trying to call out for some attention.

2) Jeanine’s personal problem is about a man who her mother left her father for.  It hurts to have her mother missing from her life, and to know that she is with some other man other than her father.   Conrad tries to be there for Jeannine. He feels needed and wanted by someone for the first time in a long time. 

3) When they are at her brother’s house in Texas, Conrad thinks about the funeral, and the night that the boys had capsized. These memories are very painful for him because he realizes more and more everyday about what kind of person Beth really is.

4) Conrad feels sure of himself because he mostly Jeannine has showed him that he is important. The end of the chapter, with the suicide of Karen, will test his self-awareness. This brings back painful memories. This also brings back memories of the night Buck died. 

5) Some of the details about Conrad’s past are the hospital and the boat. The reader learns on how Conrad felt at the hospital, and how he didn’t know why he felt so guilty for Buck’s death. 

6) The color gray to Conrad means that he is going to have a bad day.

7) Conrad might fall back into depression, but I feel that Dr. Berger, he will help pull him through so that he doesn’t fall back to where he was before the hospital.  
