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1. During chapter 15, Conrad and his mother have settled an armistice for the time being.  Conrad had decided to bring his family a present for Christmas.  When his grandparents and his parents begin to exchange gifts, his grandmother asks if she likes the candle.  He asks his grandfather if his gloves fit, and he asks his mother if she likes her bracelet.  This shows how Conrad is such “an anxious giver” because he is so eager to get a reaction to the gift he gives to everyone.  

2. The two grandparents play the role of a testing point of Conrad.  All the things that Conrad has learned about life, learning to let the person out of the closet, are about to be tested with his grandparents coming to his house.  How he acts with his mother, and has not argued with her.  This is a test to see how far Conrad can continue his good behavior, and maintain a good relationship with his parents 

3. "Something was missing something terribly wrong, but it was not just the car.  It was the whole day."  What it sounds like coming from Calvin is that he expected something else to come up that day.  Perhaps he felt that as a whole family everything went on almost too well; as if everyone was acting.   It is what all the family wanted from the beginning.  To live an ordinary life.  The behavior of Conrad has improved so well, and with everything that goes right, something else is bound to go wrong.  Calvin may be thinking of what they had done wrong for Conrad to come out like he has.

4. The New Year's resolution that Conrad makes is a very ordinary.  It looks like a normal list that any teenager would want for himself.  A Healthy life, friends, a job, and other stuff necessary for improving his life.  My resolution would be a lot like that.  I too would like to improve on my life and my relationship with others like my parent's friends.

5. Dr. Berger asks Conrad if he likes the new car, and Conrad replies positively.  But as they progress with their conversation they bring up the subject of bribery.  He asks if Conrad thinks that this gift is an attempt to make him happy.  The gift, they think, may gave been just something to make Conrad temporarily happy, but we don’t know that yet.

6. Conrad and Berger continue their conversation and they bring up the subject of women.  Dr. Berger asks Conrad if there is any girl that he could call and talk to.  He names a couple girls and Conrad does not feel comfortable in this situation.  Dr. Berger gives him a few pointers on how he should act in order to try to attract the girls he likes.  Conrad admits that he thinks of Berger as his friend, and now he can trust him more.  

7. Calvin begins Conrad's birthday by cleaning up the garage.  Conrad whines about cleaning up when it is supposed to be his birthday.  Their conversation begins their bonding, and they both reminisce about the past.  Calvin asks Conrad about what he talks about with Dr. Berger.  Later that day Calvin goes to see Dr. Berger.  There they talk about what Conrad and Him discuss during their sessions together.  As they progress he begins to talk about his problems with fatherhood.  He feels that he is a terrible father and what he feels about losing one son, and how he is slowly losing another.  He felt that he was the luckiest man alive before the accident.  He ends up talking to Dr. Berger about this tragedy
