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1. At first the boys are very blunt with each other, but after Lazenby says Conrad has been acting funny they begin to swear at each other.  They try to blow each other off.  This shows that Conrad and Lazenby are very emotional and aren’t afraid of expressing their anger.  You can tell that Lazenby cares for Conrad, and they feel comfortable enough to swear freely and talk aggressively to one another.  The author does not mean to offend the reader in using such blaspheme, but she is trying to show how strong the tense feelings are between Conrad and Lazenby.  Teens curse around each other making these harsh words part of their vocabulary.  The author gives off this high school student vibe with his language and gesticulation between Conrad and Lazenby.  

2. Dr. Berger uses a metaphor about the “guy in the closet” with Conrad is someone who holds in his anger until there is too much for him to handle.  Berger is trying to say that Conrad is closing himself, and allowing his feelings and thought to build up inside him.  Conrad needs to open his “door” even if it feels lousy, because you “have to feel lousy sometime, in order to feel better.” (p. 93) Later in the session Berger says. “Trust that guy in the closet.  Will you?” (P. 109) he is trying to get Conrad to let out his angry feelings slowly before they are too strong, and this build-up is the guy in the closet.  Berger is telling Conrad to let out his feelings in proportions by opening the door to the “Closet” he has created in Conrad’s mind Conrad needs to trust himself and his feelings, because it is much more difficult to hold emotions in than to let them out. 

3. Conrad and Jeannine are both interested in music, and they both have a lot of talent, and enjoy singing for the school.  It makes them feel decent.  Both of them are used to being separated from other people, and that is why they are comfortable with this.  Jeannine says exactly what Conrad had been thinking especially when talking to Karen.  Jeannine says that it is a dull conversation, and she asks why talking to somebody for the first time is always so hard.  Also, both of them had to start over again this year in making friends.  Conrad had been in the hospital last year, and Jeannine is new to the school.

4. After having a memory of his brother, Jordan, Conrad has an oddly pleasant swell of memory and a wave of warmth overflows him.  This is a first; because usually after he remembers time he spent with Jordan he feels an arrow of pain.  This good feeling is new and dissimilar, and this is an sign that his condition is improving.  He is recuperating from his brother’s death, so his meetings with Dr. Berger seem to be helping.  This is a good indication for Conrad’s comfort.

5. In the first part of Chapter 13, Calvin and Conrad are peacefully buying a Christmas tree.  They are getting along very well, joking with each other, and Calvin lets his son make the decision of what tree to buy.  Everything is very peaceful including the environment of Evanston. However, the second half of the chapter is very tense.  Beth comes back from a meeting where she found out Conrad had quit the swim team.  When Calvin hears this news he is startled, and begins to doubt his dream of leading an ordinary family.  
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6. Explain both the literal and symbolic meanings of these sentences;

a. Heat curls about their ankles, as thick as water.” (p. 99)

b. The front door opens and a gust of cold air greets them” (p.100)

c. “He stands, looking over her head at the black window, then at the tree with its strings of lights dangling loose from the branches.”  (pp. 103-104)

d. “The snow, piled high against the windows, seals them inside its softness, its silence.” (p. 106)

7. How does Conrad feel at the beginning of Chapter 14?

8. List the most important points Berger helps Conrad to understand (pp. 108-112

