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1. Richard asks the kinds of questions that perplex him because he is curious and not afraid to ask questions and care about the way people feel about him.  He wants to know the answer more than anything.  Richard has grown more despairing because many people have not believed in him and so he begins to feel down upon himself.   

2. They can’t believe that he wrote that story.  They said that he got it out of a book or something.  And no matter what Richard said he couldn’t convince them that he was telling the truth.  He also couldn’t explain why he wrote it.  Black boys should not be righting things like that so nobody believed him.  

3. “Had I been conscious of the full extent to which I was pushing against the current of my environment, I would have been frightened altogether out of my attempts at writing.”  This quote means that Richard has found himself drifting more towards the way his father was.  He does not want to be like his father and so he stressing that he won’t get out of the house and on his own if he doesn’t start trying harder.  The “the Current of my environment” means now.  He means that the life he is leading now is frightening himself for the preparation for the future.  

4. Richard’s yearning for a kind of consciousness is so that he will get back on track with his life.  He feels that he is falling apart, and he yearns for a chance to get back on that right path and continue is his long term plan for successful achievement.  

