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1. After the fight at school that the two brothers start they are taken into the classroom where they are to explain themselves.  Richard tells the teacher that they had destroyed his straw hat.  One of the boys said immediately after, “He started it!”  The fact that the boy had lied outraged Richard because where he was brought up, everyone told the truth.  It was a moral sin to lie.  

2. Richard is different from his classmates because he smarter and wants to do something with his life, but mainly the reason that set differences between he and his classmates is the fact that Richard is much less wealthy if you compare him to his classmates.

3. The violent quarrels continue with his Granny and his Aunt Addie because they are still mad with him because he doesn’t feel the same about God as those two do, and they won’t let him forget it.  That is why Richard tries to fend for himself.  He does not want to be crushed by the continuous attack that Granny and Aunt Addie provoked.  Now they feel that he is stupid and will never do anything productive in his life.  This conflict is ironic because they not only fight with Richard about the small religious things, but they also fight with one another about it as well.  

4. Richard’s Grandfather is unable to accumulate his Civil War pension because when he was filling out his papers to to go into the war, the white officer misspelled his name as Richard Vilson instead of Richard Wilson.  They weren’t sure if the officer had done it on purpose or not.  So when his Grandpa was in the war he did not realize that he had been discharged years later.  He couldn’t be awarded his pension because the Union Army had no trace of him under the name of Richard Wilson.

5. How is this problem similar to certain difficulties Richard has experienced in growing up?
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6. Richard’s mother is proud of Richard for standing up for himself.  She knows that Richard is not like his father and that he has the desire to get ahead in life.  He will eventually succeed, and that is what his mother wants for him.  She thinks that if Richard can get a job then he will have a better chance of surviving in a white society.  

