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Chapter 2

1) Richard did not want to look back at the children as he says good-bye because it would remind him of the children of the orphanage.  He didn’t want to look into their eyes because it would remind him of the hurt he experienced of his feelings with hunger and fear.  

2) Richard feels that in retrospect that the Negroes’ existence was taken from them along with their emotional strength.  They had been brainwashed into thinking they are dumb and confused, when they are really not.  False accusations are said taking away all meaningful emotions away from the Negroes.

3) Richard has become so intrigued with his first taste of fiction because it is interesting, and it tells an interesting story of blue beard and his travels.  He has lost all thoughts of reality and is in total delight and comfort to him was life and he was hungry for more.  Ella, the schoolteacher read the story wonderfully.  His sense of life deepened and the feel of things became different somehow.  Richard’s imagination was souring with thoughts and cravings.  His grandmother objects to this so fiercely because she thinks its devil stuff.  The tale had made Richard serious and upset that he wouldn’t finish.  His emotion of the tale so far had been given to him.  He was learning about violence and murder and At Richard’s age he shouldn’t be learning about that yet.  

4) Richard learns from the traumatic misunderstanding that he shouldn’t disrespect his family or any other elder.  It hurts the other person very much and it got him a beating.  This was not a very bright thing to do on Richard’s part, and I am sure that he regretted it after he saw that look on his grandmother’s place, and mother’s actions.  

5) In Chapter one Richard’s life is more difficult.  He experiences the hardships of living with his mother.  It describes the negative aspects of the plantation.  Richard’s beatings and hard-learned lessons were also experienced.  They bother pertained to the activities of Richards life.

6) Richard is beginning to become aware of racism in his world while living in West Helena. Richard begins to see the segregation between blacks and whites. His mother accepts segregation for what it’s worth, and Richard is curious and wants to know why they are segregated.  He finds ways to feed his curious hunger for life and it’s lessons about what it is all about. 

7) Richard reacts to the incident at the river with Uncle Hoskins by loosing trust in Uncle Hoskins.  He is scared to death that he is going to die in the river.  He grabs the walls of the carriage so hard he begins to ache.  He fells that Uncle Hoskins is a stranger now and he isn’t really the man Richard thought of him to be.

8) Richard was told that white men had threatened and were after his Uncle Hoskins.  Aunt Maggie prayed that it wasn’t the white men that messed with him.  When they finally found out an hour after they ate. A boy came to the door and said that he had been shot bye the white man.  This disturbs Richard because no one in his family questioned or fought back against what had happened to his uncle.  This didn’t make sense to Richard and upset him very much.

9) Richard thought that the soldiers were zebras because they both have stripes.  And Richard also got zebras confused with elephants.  That is the reason that he was confused.  ____________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10) Richard used the quote, “ It’s only color, nothing else” but really there is hatred out there towards the different races.  Now he starts to believe that the segregation between the races is not just color separation but hatred as well.  He is beginning to hate the whites now.  He doesn’t hate them in a hostile way thought but just in a way that he can’t tell the difference.  

11) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13)
   In the schoolroom, Richard is unable to write his own name because he is a shy boy who froze in front of the class.  He felt that he was being watched and his mind went blank with fear.  He was afraid that he would be laughed at.  This inability symbolizes his shyness towards a new place.  He doesn’t know the kids in his class and he feels shy and scared to meet them.  Having the kids laugh at him for not writing his name must have made Richard feel even more depressed.

