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1. Shorty is the elevator operator.  He is described as a fat, yellow colorful Negro boy.  His role in the optical factory is the clown of most of the database.  He is part Chinese and is very humorous.  He begs for money and puts himself much lower than the white man. 

2. The blacks talk secretly about the white man in such ways that they would not want them to see or hear the focus of the conversation.  They talk about how much they hate the whites and yet when one walks by they seem so friendly and easygoing toward the white man.  

3. He does not feel right about taking the dollar from the man because he does not want to take charity from anyone.  He doesn’t want the white man to know him and know how he feels.  He doesn’t want him to feel sorry for Richard and become the white man’s friend.  Richard is scared of him and can’t speak to him. 

4. The fight symbolizes white men trying to have their way with the black boys.  They don’t really care about the black boys and so they could care less about the life of a black boy.  They try to take advantage of the little black boys ignorance.  The black boys in this case however were smarter than this but eventually the price was named for them to fight as entertainment in front of the eager watching white people.  

