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1) Bess Moss and her mother and father live in a house. They have an extra room, which Richard stays and pays $2.50 for rent.  He is at the dinner table when he is put in an awkward situation.  He realizes that these people are very nice.  Yet they are desperate in a way.  Mrs. Moss and her daughter are desperate to marry Bess off.  Mrs. Moss suggests that Richard should marry Bess.  These people don’t even know Richard and already she wants Richard to marry her daughter.  Bess is very eager to do this also.  She is in the fifth grade and 17 years old.  She doesn’t like school and instead she would rather look for love.  I guess that is a major “peasant mentality” that the two share.  Mrs. Moss is very trusting and seems to know the way people feel just by looking at them.  They are amazed at the littlest things.  Such as when Richard got a job the first day he was there.    Richard learns that people up north are a lot nicer the girls look for love and don’t really care about education that much.  And people don’t really think twice about pushing people into doing things.  But Richard is a smart kid and I think that he won’t be pressured into doing anything he doesn’t want to do.  

2) “ Last night I had found a naïve girl.  This morning I had been a naïve boy.”  What I think that the quote means is that, Bess had come onto Richard so easily interested in Richard and ignorant of life that she was in my opinion “pretty dumb”.  The next day when Richard tried to sell a bottle of liquor to a white man he was outsmarted by letting the boy go in and get change, and he snuck out the back.  Richard should of known that that was going to happen and he then realized that he had been as naïve and as dumb as Bess.  Richard has to realize that he cannot be so trusting toward other people in a town he doesn’t even know. 

