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1) Richard’s Personality is revealed to reader as a mischievous and rebellious boy.  He seems like he gets into trouble more than other boys his age.  When Richard sets the house on fire his mother reacts in a hysterical matter.  Richard runs from her.  He is found later in the backyard and is given many lashes.  A doctor came after the terrible episode occurred.  His reactions from the severe beating were loss of consciences, rapid fever.  I feel the author’s tone in this incident is more of a shocking tone.  He wants us to be shocked.  You don’t expect a boy to just burn down a house and you don’t expect the mom to present the type of severe punishment as she did. 

2) The US passed laws releasing all black slaves.  They also said that discrimination is not tolerated.  There is no funding coming from the US to support what they have said.  This is a reward and a punishment.  Things like this go hand in hand because it is life.  It is not right all the time because people disagree with different things.  Whites are beating up the blacks all the time and they don’t get in trouble for it at all. Another example was when they were cruel to that cat by hanging it.  Then the father didn’t get mad at the son for doing it.  

3) Richard’s life is falling apart after they move to Memphis.  His father is alienated against because he divorced his wife and is in love with another woman.  He also wants custody of Richard and so they go to court for that trial.  The kitten episode reveals that Richard’s mother is trying to set a good example for Richard by telling him to burry the dead kitten.  She was stern in here orders, and he obeyed them.  When he was burying the kitten in the ground and repeating what his mother told him.  He said that he did not know what he was doing and then forgave his father and asked for his forgiveness.  

4) When Richard is bad his mother beats him.  Usually the beating is pretty bad.  He is bruised and in pain.  An Example of when Richard’s belief in God is shattered is when he wants some food, because he is so hungry.  They don’t have any food or money to buy food and his father isn’t around to bring it home.  This lowers his reassurance that there really is a God and that he is listening to Richard.

5) Richard is beginning to realize that there are differences between white and black people.  Before he didn’t see the whites as a “whites” just as regular people making the community a whole.  A white man beat a “black boy”, and Richard assumed that he was the black boy’s father like his father who beats on him all the time.  But the “white” man was not his father at all.  Richard still does not understand the significance of the story.  

6) In the Conclusion of Chapter I, is a summary of Wright’s philosophy on environment and man.  Explain it here including the effect it has on Richard’s father. 
